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South Sudanese Helping Us Build Maternity Ward!
We are hoping to soon make an official announcement of
plans to add a maternity ward to our clinic on the grounds of our
preaching school in Pajok, South Sudan. This was a plea of the local
chiefs and villagers on our last visit.
The maternal mortality rate in South Sudan is the highest in
the world. Each mother has a frightening one in seven chance of
dying in childbirth during her lifetime. A tragic 25 percent of
babies will not survive to see their fifth birthdays.
When the people of Pajok learned that we would try to assist
them with this need, they were thrilled. Spontaneously they
offered to help, to the best of their ability, raise the funds to build
this maternity addition on our campus.
A message from Isaya Jackson reports on their response when
he writes,
“Brother Sisto (local preacher) and I have been holding a
series of meetings with the chiefs and members of the
Pajok community in each of the five bomas (local
communities) for the last three weeks. The sole reason for
holding these meetings is to enlighten the members of the
community about the proposed maternity project and
their voluntary role and contribution toward this worthy
and one of its kind project in this part of the world. To our
encouragement and surprise, all the five bomas were
unanimous in their support for the project. The members
of the community have unanimously decided that each
household will contribute 10 South Sudan pounds for
bricks for the project. Contributions are now incoming.”

Encouraging the
small donations
these people can
make is important
because we
always have a
better attitude
toward and are
more supportive
of something if
we have been a
part of creating it.
Don Humphrey
will be trying to
finalize plans to
start the
Mother with sick baby waits at our clinic.
construction of
this much-needed maternity wing during his January/February
trip to South Sudan.

We have recently received word that they have contributed
the South Sudanese equivalent of around $2,000. This is quite a
generous amount for an impoverished African community.
A number of dispersed South Sudanese members of the
Pajok community in other countries, including the U. S., have
also organized a fund-raising effort to show their appreciation
and desire to help their country. They have recently sent a check
for $5,000 to assist in building the maternity facility.
Expectant mothers wait outside our clinic.

Upcoming Sudan Encouragement Trip
About the time you read this
newsletter, Don Humphrey will be
visiting the South Sudan Bible
School and clinic to encourage all
of our workers there.
He will also be visiting with the
preachers we are supporting in the
South Sudanese refugee of war
camps in Ethiopia and Uganda.
The purpose of his visit is to
determine how this work is going
and to ascertain what these men
Don Humphrey at airport
need to do a good work and how
with supplies for Sudan.
we can help them.
One thing we already know they need is teaching
materials and Bibles. A recent communication from one
of the camps reported that only the two preachers in that
particular camp have Bibles. None of the thousands of
people they are teaching and ministering to have Bibles.

A teenage girl being baptized during Sudan Youth Rally.

Youth and Leaders Lectureships Begun
The two reports below have been received from
church leaders in Pajok.
“We concluded our annual Church Leaders
Lectureship yesterday. It went on for two days.
Participants represented eighteen churches from
South Sudan and Uganda. The theme of the
lectureship was ‘commitment.’ The total number of
participants was fifty-one, and the teachers were
brothers Elias and Isaya.”
“A two- day youth lectureship was also
successfully concluded on December 18. Ninety-six
teenagers representing eight congregations attended
the meeting, which, thanks be to God, resulted in ten
baptisms— five boys and five girls. Thanks so much for
the support. It made a lot of difference to us here!”
Planning and hosting a church leaders lectureship
and a youth rally is a big accomplishment in that part of
the world. Just a few years ago, there were no churches at
all in this area! Now, thanks to our preaching school, they
are hosting and experiencing successful two-day adult
lectureships and youth rallies.

Men attending the recent Leader’s Lectureship.

This represents a great growth in spiritual maturity
among the Christians of South Sudan. We can hardly wait
to find out how we shall be describing their growth ten
years from now . . . .

Be Looking Forward to . . .
In our next newsletter, we plan to share detailed
information on evangelism efforts in the refugee camps
and describe how we can help this new and exciting work
to grow even more. We will also be reporting on the
results of our efforts to train South Sudanese men to
preach to their people.

“Then they that gladly received the Word
were baptized ... And the Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved.”
— Acts 2:41a, 47b
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